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Welcome to our November e-bulletin 
 
We’ve experienced a mixture of emotions here over the past month. 
 
On the positive, NBIS has officially been awarded ALERC accreditation – this means the service we are providing to 
our users and data providers meet a nationally recognised standard. It took a lot of hard work to gather all of the 
necessary evidence and documentation together to achieve this but was well worth it. 
 
Also, one of our former colleagues, Gerry Barnes has a new publication out. Written with Tom Williamson, 
‘Rethinking Ancient Woodland’ draws on more than a decade of research in Norfolk to question some of the 
assumptions made about ancient woodland. A great read for anyone interested in the history of the English 
countryside, nature conservation and environmental history – maybe a good Christmas present for someone…? 
More details here:  http://tinyurl.com/p53kbgl  
 
On a much sadder note, we heard in early November of the tragic and untimely death of the CEO of the NBN Trust, 
John Sawyer. John had been in post for 18 months and had a huge impact on the organisation with his vision, 
enthusiasm, energy and hugely motivational leadership. The tributes that poured in on social media showed how 
liked and respected John was. Our thoughts at this time are with his family and friends and his colleagues at the 
NBN as they move forward to bring to fruition the vision that John was working towards. 
 
We also heard the bad news that crayfish plague has been confirmed on the River Wensum near Fakenham. Read 
more about this and what it means for you if you use the river in Local NEWS. 
 
This will be the last e-bulletin before Christmas! Many of our services will not be operating between Christmas and 
New Year, so do get in touch before then if you require a response during that time. 
 
Season’s greetings from us all! 
 
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------  
GRID SQUARE OF THE MONTH  
 
Many thanks to all of you who have submitted records of our Species of the Month over the last couple of years. We 
are trying something new for 2015 – grid square of the month. Each month we will highlight a 1km grid square 
somewhere in Norfolk, and ask you to help record as many species as possible from within that grid square. At the 
end of the year we will see which grid square has the highest number of records submitted. Of course you can still 



submit records from other areas of Norfolk as usual on our All Species survey: 

http://nbis.org.uk/AllSpeciesSurvey  

 
Thanks to all of you who submitted records for our Grid Square of the Month from the October e-bulletin.  

 

Our next Grid Square of the Month is TL8294 in Lynford. 
 

 
 
This grid square includes Lynford Arboretum (in the bottom left hand corner of the square) as well as the eastern 
end of Lynford Water (gravel pit) and the surrounding woodland. Please be aware that the hashed red area at the 
right hand side of the square is part of the STANTA danger area and there is no entry to this area. Please heed the 
warning signs for your own safety.  
 

You can submit your records at http://nbis.org.uk/TL8294  
 
It doesn’t have to be a rare or unusual species – recording common and widespread species are just as important. 
From blackbirds to oak trees, hedgehogs to ladybirds, let’s see how many species can be recorded within the grid 
square! 
 
Remember, trespassing is a crime, so only go to areas accessible to the public. 
 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

Biodiversity and Countryside Team 
Community and Environmental Services,  
Norfolk County Council 
nbis@norfolk.gov.uk 

Please do email us at nbis@norfolk.gov.uk if you have any news or events that you would like us to feature in the next or coming issues. And do feel free 
to forward to anyone you feel would also be interested. 

You can download this e-bulletin as a pdf here: http://www.nbis.org.uk/sites/default/files/documents/E-BulletinNov2015.pdf You can also download past e-
bulletins as a pdf here: http://www.nbis.org.uk/newsletterse-bulletins 
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Local NEWS 
Crayfish plague is confirmed in the River Wensum near Fakenham 
Thousands of native white clawed crayfish have died on the River Wensum near Fakenham and crayfish plague has 
been confirmed as the cause. The Environment Agency are strongly advising river users to take the recommended 
precautions before using any equipment or clothing in other river systems. Precautions include cleaning any mud, 
vegetation and standing water off equipment and letting it dry thoroughly, preferably in sunlight, or using a disinfectant 
capable of killing fungal spores. For more information see their information sheet http://tinyurl.com/okt4ky3  

 

Council cuts mean Norfolk’s grass verges will be trimmed less 
Following much discussion and debate, with very strong opinions from both sides of the argument (which even made it 
into the national press  http://tinyurl.com/o4djao7), councillors agreed that verges will be cut less frequently to save 
more than £80,000  http://tinyurl.com/o9marjm      

    
Readily Accessible Flora Lists 
A project has begun, with support from the Norfolk and Norwich Naturalists’ Society to put together easily accessible, 
user-friendly plant species lists for sites in Norfolk  http://tinyurl.com/osxhk66  

 

It’s seal pupping season again in Norfolk! 
The first grey seal pups have been born at Blakeney Point http://tinyurl.com/q4253hc, while specialists are keeping a 
close eye on the breeding population at Horsey as a £2m coast protection scheme gets under way  
http://tinyurl.com/q7tjjan  

 
Rise in RSPB Birdcrime figures prompt calls for more cooperative working 
A report has shown that more than 250 birds and other animals were illegally shot or destroyed in 2014 in the UK  
http://tinyurl.com/pafcfny  

 

The UK’s best protected birds? Stone curlews make RAF Lakenheath runway home 
It may not seem the most hospitable of habitats, but some of Britain’s rarest birds are thriving after setting up home on 
a bustling airbase http://tinyurl.com/ovozxr9   
 

Lynx Trust consultation reveals 91% in favour of reintroduction 
A trust which wants to reintroduce the lynx to Thetford Forest says a nationwide consultation has revealed that more 
than 90% of people are in favour http://tinyurl.com/pk8ckmq  

 
First phase of River Wensum restoration is complete 
The scheme has restored 2km of chalk stream through the Raynham Estate, near Fakenham http://tinyurl.com/q69jnnr   
 

Litcham farmer wins Norfolk FWAG Conservation Farming Award 

http://tinyurl.com/pwp2hq6      
 

Local Sites in Positive Conservation Management 2014/15 Norfolk figures released 
Local authorities should take note of the below figures for the government biodiversity indicator Single Data List (SDL) 
160; especially as government guidance only published on 13th October 2014 states that public authorities can use this 
indicator as part of measuring their commitment to the “biodiversity duty” (http://tinyurl.com/nam4hyd) part of the 
Natural Environment and Rural Communities Act 2006 - more details about this guidance here: 
http://tinyurl.com/pgzxawl. On behalf of Norfolk County Council, NBIS undertakes the analysis of this indicator (with 
assistance from Norfolk Wildlife Trust) and reports the findings directly to Defra, as required under the SDL. The 
2014/15 figures (for the period of 5 years up to March 31st 2015) have recently been reported on and can be viewed for 
Norfolk and by district in the PDF download here: http://tinyurl.com/nkobcgv. A map of sites in and NOT in PCM for the 
whole of Norfolk can be downloaded here: http://tinyurl.com/pa792lv. A PDF showing the changes in PCM over time is 
available to download here: http://tinyurl.com/nrcd8vn. 
Any questions please email NBIS on nbis@norfolk.gov.uk  
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National NEWS 
Nature is more important for social cohesion ‘than age, gender, education and income 
combined’ 
The research also finds a link between nature and crime reduction http://tinyurl.com/owmd6yn     
 

Pesticide may be a reason butterfly numbers are falling in the UK, says study 
Dramatic decline in population associated with increased use of controversial neonicotinoid chemicals on farms   
http://tinyurl.com/qz2tajt    

 
Ash trees under threat if harmful borer beetle finds way to Britain 
Asian emerald ash borer, given the maximum risk rating to the tree species, is ‘moving uncontrolled’ through Russia 
having established itself in US and Canada http://tinyurl.com/pazbyaq  

 
EU to give 7m Euros in fight against olive tree killer 
The European Commission says it will provide seven million euros (£5m) to fund research into a disease that poses a 
‘very serious threat’ to olive trees http://tinyurl.com/pyfx4pj    

 
Four UK bird species including puffins ‘face extinction’ 
Puffins are among four UK bird species now at risk of extinction, according to the latest revision of a global 
conservation database http://tinyurl.com/p2p6geh  
 

Lethal amphibian disease killed off on island 
For the first time, researchers have eliminated a devastating amphibian fungal disease in a population of toads   
http://tinyurl.com/qe7vob8     
 

Garden bird survey aims to solve goldfinch mystery 
While many of our familiar songbird species are in decline, one avian character in particular has been spotted 
increasingly frequently in UK gardens – the goldfinch http://tinyurl.com/plwt5ct  
 

Stop crowding around rutting deer, photographers are warned 
Park wardens say deer populations could be compromised as mating encounters are cut short by over-enthusiastic 
amateur snappers http://tinyurl.com/qbuk2hr  
 

Norman Moore obituary 
The conservationist whose work led to a ban on pesticides such as DDT, and so helped populations of birds of prey to 
recover has died aged 92 http://tinyurl.com/nm7d2u4  
 

More National news here: 
http://www.nbis.org.uk/news#Nov2015NationalNews 
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GETTING INVOLVED 
Wildlife Recorders of Tomorrow 
There’s a piece missing… we need your help to build up a picture of The Brecks’ wildlife! 
The Brecks is an important area for wildlife both in a UK and international context.  However, many of the species 
records come from a few well recorded designated sites, with recording often done on an ad hoc basis making 
detecting changes over time difficult.  
Led by NBIS, this project will establish a network of volunteers recording wildlife throughout the Breaking New Ground  
Landscape Partnership Scheme area (a project supported by the Heritage Lottery Fund).  
Whether you're a complete beginner or a seasoned surveyor, there are plenty of opportunities to get involved, with lots 
of support and training.  
Pop along to an introduction session to find out more about the project. There will also be a variety of species ID 
courses and photography workshops on offer.  
The project will operate at 3 levels: 

• Beginner: provide training and encouragement to those new to recording wildlife. 

• Species surveillance: help people take the next step into more serious recording of sites. 
This will allow a number of important sites in the Brecks to be monitored and will also help 
to ensure sustainable long-term monitoring of sites where work is taking place as part of 
other Breaking New Ground projects. Data collected will feed into the Norfolk Species 
Surveillance Network. 



• River corridor survey – Little Ouse headwaters to Brandon: A non-
native species survey of the Little Ouse river, from its headwaters at 
Redgrave and Lopham Fens to Brandon. 

Whether you are an individual or part of a community group, if you are 
interested in getting involved, please email nbis@norfolk.gov.uk  
More details at http://tinyurl.com/ppr7mdq  
 
There will be a number of introductory sessions to Wildlife Recorders of Tomorrow in mid-December and mid-
January. To book onto one of these sessions please go to    http://tinyurl.com/nek3zg7  

 

NBN Questionnaire to recorders 
This project seeks to improve the National Biodiversity Network’s understanding of biological recorders from two 
angles: assessment of recording habits in wider life context, plus personal accounts covering recorders’ initial interest 
and subsequent development. The insights gained will be made available to the network as a resource when mobilising 
new volunteers and supporting existing ones. To read more and to get involved in the survey see  
http://tinyurl.com/nvalqrr  
 

National citizen science survey re-launched in a bid to solve starling murmuration mystery 
This years’ survey will build on the information gathered last year http://tinyurl.com/p3yzxvb    
 

County Wildlife Site of the Month 
County Wildlife Sites are often little-known sites of importance to wildlife. While not protected by law they are taken into 
account during the planning process. Some of them are privately owned and do not allow public access. However there 
are many which you can go and visit. 
 

The County Wildlife Site for this month is... Lolly Moor! 
Lolly Moor is a small reserve to the south of the town of Dereham with a surprisingly diverse range of habitats and flora. 

The site is mainly wet meadow, crossed by impeded drains, and scrub as well 
as an area of alder carr woodland. It is managed by the Norfolk Wildlife Trust.  
 
The site is particularly well known for its cowslips and orchids including 
common twayblade, marsh helleborine, fragrant and southern marsh orchids. 
Management of the site by volunteers from the Norfolk Conservation Corps 
has resulted in an increase in cowslips from just 6 plants in 1980 to thousands 
today!  
 
For more information on the site and how to get there (you'll need directions as 
the reserve is well hidden!) see  http://tinyurl.com/n97wbjw  
 
If you visit Lolly Moor, NBIS would love to know what species you spot there – 
let us know at http://www.nbis.org.uk/AllSpeciesSurvey  
 
Photo: Cowslip:   http://tinyurl.com/q7jxbsa  
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SPECIES HIGHLIGHTS 
Rare fungus discovered during Norfolk RSPB reserve walk 
A species of fungi was discovered at RSPB Titchwell Marsh that is so rare in Britain there is no English name for it  
http://tinyurl.com/ps3r4lp  
 

Rare dolphin spotted off Norfolk’s coast for the first time in two decades 
The common dolphin was seen swimming off Sheringham – the species was last spotted in Norfolk in 1995   
http://tinyurl.com/ogesbry   
 

Humpback whale makes a return to the Norfolk coast 
The whale has been spotted off the coast of Winterton  http://tinyurl.com/odmc64k  
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EVENTS 
Birds of the Brecks, 5 December, 10am-4pm, BTO Offices (The Nunnery) Thetford 



 

A full day workshop packed with advice on how to record birds and other creatures in the Brecks.  
The day will be mainly led by Su Gough (British Trust for Ornithology (BTO)) and will focus on winter birds in the 
Brecks, starting with an introduction to bird recording and followed by an interactive bird ID workshop. Although the 
focus is on birds we will also have a dragonflies of the Brecks taster session, run by Adrian Parr (Suffolk Dragonfly 
Recorder) and a mammals of the Brecks introduction session with the opening of our pre-set mammal traps, run by 
Jennifer Morpeth (Norfolk Wildlife Trust). This will all be followed by a guided walk around the Nunnery Lakes reserve 
to actively record the birds and other creatures. This event is FREE but BOOKING IS ESSENTIAL. Refreshments 
provided. To book: https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/birds-of-the-brecks-tickets-19272531661  
See the programme for the day (subject to change) here: http://tinyurl.com/njzz65g. For more information email 
nbis@norfolk.gov.uk  
 
The Brecks Invertebrate Sorting Marathon, 9 & 10 January, Santon Downham 
Join in our bug sorting marathon on weekend 9th and 10th January (we will even give you free pizza to keep you 
going!!!) 
 
We have set ourselves a unique wildlife challenge - to group 56 batches of invertebrates into different families (e.g. 
beetles, ants, spiders).  The invertebrates were caught back in October 2015, and are sitting in storage waiting for this 
weekend.  Each participant will take on at least two batches per day, and with the help of our on hand experienced 
mentors, they will split the specimens into different families.  At the end of the weekend the sorted material will be sent 
to experts for identification, and will contribute to forwards the findings of an ongoing research project which is looking 
into the effects of different management techniques on Brecks biodiversity. 
 
This event is a fantastic opportunity to get to grips with different invertebrate groups and to contribute to an important 
piece of scientific research.   By the end of the weekend participants will be able to recognise key invertebrate families. 
We are also hoping to host a few taxonomic experts over the course of the weekend to offer participants a further 
insight into the key invertebrate families.  
 
No previous experience of invertebrate work is required, but a desire to learn more about natural history is welcomed.  
Participants willing to join both days would be preferred, as this will provide continuity and will help their own learning 
experience, but we can accommodate for one day.  Please note, this event is not suitable for children or people who 
would struggle to spend the day sitting down sorting through small invertebrates.  
For more details and to book: http://tinyurl.com/prfsweo  
 
Lichens of the Brecks – Churchyard Lichens, 30 January, 10:30 start, St Peters Church, Brandon 
Learn about churchyard lichens with Peter Lambley, County Recorder for Lichens, Norfolk. This field meeting will 
provide an introduction to identifying and recording lichens. This is a taster session and if you're keen to develop your 
skills, there will be further workshops in 2016. All skill levels are welcome, as training will be provided. All you need is 
an enthusiasm for conservation and the Brecks! This event is FREE but booking is essential.  
Email nbis@norfolk.gov.uk for more information and book at http://tinyurl.com/nbs4s7w  
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AND FINALLY.. 
A flock of birds invades the pitch at a football match in Brazil  http://tinyurl.com/nzgjgva      

If you wish to be removed from this mailing list, please email us: nbis@norfolk.gov.uk 
Your comments about this bulletin are appreciated - please complete our survey at: 
http://www.nbis.org.uk/e-bulletin-survey 

 
Webpages: http://www.nbis.org.uk/ ; www.norfolkbiodiversity.org; www.norfolkbiodiversity.org/nonnativespecies 
Facebook: www.facebook.com/NorfolkBiodiversityInformationService ; www.facebook.com/NorfolkInvasives    
Twitter: http://www.twitter.com/NorfolkBIS; http://www.twitter.com/NorfolkNNSI; http://www.twitter.com/NorfolkBiod  
Please consider the environment before printing this email 

 


