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NBIS survey — can you help us find

these moths? Red Underwing (Catocala nupta)

There are many (over 2,500!) species of
moth in Britain, varying greatly in size,
shape and colour, and found in all sorts of
habitats — from gardens to sand-dunes.
They play an important role in the fabric
of our natural world — recent declines in
moth numbers threaten many species
such as birds, bats and small mammals
that depend on them for food. Many moth
species are also important for pollination.

Description: an unmistakable large moth with red and
black striped hindwings (which are usually only visible
during flight) with a wingspan of 65 - 75mm.

Where to look: Woodland and scrub, riverbanks and
gardens. Adult flies during August and September. Caterpillars
feed on willow and poplar. Attracted to light and sugar.

Credit: Brian Jones

Large Thorn (Ennomos autumnaria)

NBIS is asking for your help with
recording three species of moth in
Norfolk. The information you provide will
help us to understand more about their
distribution, and will contribute to our
overall knowledge of Norfolk’s
biodiversity.

Description: a scarce golden brown moth, that flies in
autumn. Wingspan 40 - 56mm.

Where to look: Broadleaved woodland and scrub; the adult
flies between September and October. Caterpillars feed on a
number of deciduous trees.

Credit: James Grundy

Figure of 8 (Diloba caeruleocephala)

Description: a dark brown moth with creamy markings
on the forewing that resemble the number ‘8’. The male
has feathered antennae.

Where to look: hedgerows, woodland and gardens.
Caterpillars feed on hawthorn, blackthorn and apple. Adults
fly in October and November and are attracted to light.

Credit: Bill Unwin

Read more about moths in Norfolk at www.norfolkmoths.co.uk
Download a factsheet “How to start mothing” at www.mothscount.org which includes
information on attracting moths using lights and sugaring.




